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NO.  VIII. 

ON  TOTAL  DEPRAVITY. 

Continued. 

Dbah  Silt, — Having  shown  in  my  last 
that  the  doctrine  of  total  depravity  de¬ 
rives  no  support  from  the  scriptures  in 
general,  or  from  the  {larticular  passages 
which  you  commonly  adduce  in  favor  of 
it,  I  propose  now  to  show,  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  subject  and  the  character  of 
the  doctrine,  that  it  is  impossible  it  can 
be  true.  And  here  1  would  observe,  1 
shall  not  attempt  to  be  very  systematic, 
nor  at  all  particular  in  the  arrangement 
of  my  arguments,  but  shall  throw  them 
together  in  my  plain  every-day  style, 
just  as  they  happen  to  come  into  my 
mind  as  I  pass  along.  And 

1.  The  doctrine  of  total  depravity  can¬ 
not  be  admitted  as  true,  without  denying 
man’s  accountability,  and  contending 
that  the  posterity  of  Adam  connot  sin. 
Sin  is  the  transgression  of  a  law.  A  law 
is  a  moral  obligation^  binding  upon  the 
subject.  Obligation  arises  from  benefits 
received .  Man’s  nature  being  totally  de¬ 
praved  and  wholly  evil^  he  has  received 
no  benefit  from  his  Creator — nay,  his  very 
existence  is  a  curse.  Therefore,  his  na¬ 
ture  being  evil,  and  his  existence  a  curse, 
(if  the  doctrine  of  total  depravity  be 
true,)  he  has  received  no  benefit  from  his 
Creator ;  consequently  is  under  no  obli¬ 
gation  to  him ;  and  where  no  obligation 
exists  there  can  be  no  law,  and  where  no 
law  is,  there  can  be  no  transgression. 
Hence,  if  man  is  totally  depraved  he  can¬ 
not  sin.  You  cannot  evade  the  force  of 
this  argument  by  contending  that  man’s 
nature  (or  rather  that  of  the  first  man) 
was  good  when  first  brought  into  exist¬ 
ence,  but  became  evil  by  his  transgres 
sion  in  Eden  :  because  the  Deity  has 
created,  since  Adam’s  sin,  and  still  con¬ 
tinues  to  create  innumerable  multitudes 
of  human  beings,  and  brings  them  into 
the  world  just  such  creatures  as  he  plea- 
Ke8«>-just  such  creatures  as  they  are. 
Each  human  being  that  now  comes  into 
the  world  is  the  production  of  God’s  cre¬ 
ating  power;  and,  if  tolally  depraved, 
cannot  sin,  for  the  reason  above  stated. 

Moreover,  whatever  guilt  or  pollution 
to  Adam  or  his  posterity,  you  may  sup¬ 


pose  was  the  result  of  his  transgression, 
you  hold  that  his  transgression  was  de¬ 
creed  or  foreordained  of  God.  And  can 
any  rational  man  suppose  that  creatures 
can  be  under  obligation  to  obey  a  law, 
when  their  progenitor  was  foreordained 
by  the  legislator  to  break  that  law  and 
transmit  to  them  a  nature  totally  evil  and 
entirely  incapacitated  to  obey  such  law  ? 
Impossible. 

Another  reason  why  man  cannot  sin, 
if  the  doctrine  of  tota*!  depravity  be  true, 
is,  that  he,  being  by  nature  wholly  oppo¬ 
site  to  every  thing  good,  and  wholly  in¬ 
clined  to  every  thing  evil,  having  nothing 
good  in  or  about  him,  can  have  no  princi¬ 
ple  within  to  dictate  aright — no  standard 
of  moral  rectitude,  from  which  a  deviation 
would  be  sinful.  In  fact,  he  can  have 
no  conscience;  or  if  he  has  it  must  be 
wholly  vitiated,  and  would  lead  him  into 
corruption  and  error,  were  he  to  follow 
its  dictates.  And,  sir,  I  will  here  add, 
that  every  instance  in  which  you,  nr  1, 
or  any  other  individual  of  the  human 
family  ever  felt  guilt,  remorse,  or  con¬ 
demnation  for  vice  or  sin  of  any  kind,  is 
a  refutation  of  the  doctrine  of  total  de¬ 
pravity  ;  and  proves  that  man  is  not  whol¬ 
ly  corrupt,  and  entirely  destitute  of  all 
moral  goodness  ;  for  if  he  were  he  could 
never  feel  guilt  or  remorse  of  conscience. 

2.  The  doctrine  of  total  depravity  is 
an  impeachment  of  the  divine  character. 
To  say  God  originated  a  plan  to  save  a 
race  of  beings  that  were  entirely  destitute 
of  every  thing  good;  that  were  wholly 
evil,  and  in  fact  worse  than  good  for  no¬ 
thing  !  To  say  he  sent  his  son  into  the 
world  to  save  such  creatures,— that  Jesus 
Christ,  the  well  beloved  and  only  begot- 1 
ten  of  the  Father,  came  to  our  world  and 
labored, and  toiled, and  wrought  miracles, 
and  preached,  and  suffered,  and  bled,  and 
died,  to  purchase  and  save,  redeem  and 
restore,  such  a  creature  as  man,  so  odi¬ 
ous,  abominable  and  worthless  ! !  To  say 
all  this  implicates  the  divine  character, 
and  particularly  divine  wisdom,  in  a  most 
shocking  manner. 

3.  The  doctrine  of  total  depravity  is 
at  war  with  the  most  positive  and  plain 
declarations  of  our  Saviour  and  of  the 
scriptures.  When  there  were  brought 
unto  Jesus,  little  children,  and  even  in¬ 
fants,  (see  Matt.  xix.  13,  &c.  Mark  x. 
13,  l,uke  xviii.  15,)  he  took  them  in  his 
arms  and  blessed  them,  saying,  of  such  is 
the  kingdom  of  God — of  such  is  the  king¬ 


dom  of  heaven.  Now,  you  will  not  deny 
that  these  infant  children  were  in  a  stale 
of  nature.  If  then,  that  nature  were  to¬ 
tally  depraved  we  must  understand  our 
Saviour  as  saying,  **  suffer  totally  depra¬ 
ved  beings  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid 
them  not,  for  of  totally  depraved  crea¬ 
tures  consisteth  the  kingdom  of  God!’' 
“  Except  ye  be  converted  and  become 
totally  depraved  ye  shall  not  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  !!”  Matt,  xviii.  3. 
It  is,  (unless  we  pervert  the  language  or 
meaning  of  Jesus  in  his  declarations  rel.i- 
tive  to  little  children,)  utterly  impossible 
to  understand  him  in  any  other  sense  than 
as  directly  contradicting  the  doctrine  in 
question.  And  equally  so  in  many  other 
declarations — instance  the  following 

How  much  better  is  a  man  than  a  sheep 
— ye  are  of  more  value  than  many  spar¬ 
rows.”  "When  God  created  man  he  pro¬ 
nounced  him,  and  all  the  rest  of  his 
works,  good,  “very  good  j”  and  he  has 
never  reversed  this  declaration.  And 
St.  Paul  says,  “every  creature  of  God  is 
good.”  Many  of  the  parables  of  our 
Lord,  and  indeed  the  whole  plan  of  man’s 
redemption  and  salvation,  go  to  show  the. 
intrinsical  excellence  of  human  nature, 
and  the  high  value  that  even  God  put  up¬ 
on  it.  The  three  parables  in  the  15th 
of  Luke  are  to  this  effect — the  lost  sheep, 
the  lost  piece  of  silver,  and  the  lost  pro¬ 
digal — the  lost  sheep  was  a  sheep  still, 
notwithstanding  it  was  lost,  and  intrinsi¬ 
cally  just  as  valuable  as  before  it  was  lost 
or  after  it  w'as  found.  The  piece  of  ril- 
|ver  was  silver  still.  And  the  prodigal 
was  just  as  much  a  son  when  lost  as  when 
found,  had  the  same  father  and  bore  the 
same  image  and  relationship  to  him  ;  al¬ 
though  when  estranged  from  him,  he  de 
prived  himself  of  the  enjoyment  of  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  kindness  and  favor. 

4.  Numerous  facts  and  almost  univer¬ 
sal  observation  prove  the  doctrine  of  to¬ 
tal  depravity  false.  Look  to  man  in  all 
ages  of  the  world,  all  states  of  society, 
and  ail  stages  of  his  existence,  and  you 
will  not  find  an  age  in  which  entire  and 
unmixed  evil  prevails,  nor  a  state  of  so¬ 
ciety  without  some  remains  of  goodness, 
nor  a  stage  in  the  existence  of  man  where¬ 
in  no  traits  of  moral  excellence  are  to 
be  found.  In  the  most  degenerate  age 
of  the  world  or  state  of  society,  you  will 
find  some  noble  exceptions  to  the  general 
vice,  and  in  the  most  depraved. and  pol¬ 
luted  wretch  that  walks  the  earth  in  liu- 
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man  form,  some  remains  of  that  exalted 
and  dignified  nature  with  which  his  Cre¬ 
ator  has  endowed  him.  But  view  raan- 
Ivind  generally — “  take  them  all  in  all” 
'—how  many  excellencies  do  we  see — the 
smiling  babe  at  the  mother’s  breast— -the 
innocent  prattle  of  the  little  child — the 
unsuspecting  ingenuousness  and  integri¬ 
ty  of  youth  before  they  have  learned  to 
■practice  deception  and  vice  by  the  bad 
examples  of  the  world — the  affectionate 
solicitude  and  kind  ofilces  of  father  an<l 
mother,  husband  and  wife,  son  and  daugh¬ 
ter,  brother  and  sister.  Whence  spring 
all  these  tender  feelings,  these  kindly  af¬ 
fections,  these  benevolent  exei;tions  to 
promote  each  ether’s  happiness  ?  Whence 
dows  the  tear  of  sympathy  for  the  dis 
tre«s  of  otlwis?  What  impulse  pushes 
us  irresistibly  on  to  danger,  labor  and 
sufferings,  to  rescue  a  fellow-being  from 
impending  ruin?  Is  it  possible  mr  all 
these  to  spring  from  a  totally  corrupt 
fountain  ?  Are  they  all  odious  and  sin¬ 
ful  in  the  sight  ol  God  ?  So  says  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  total  depravity.  But  sir,  this  is 
vmpossibie.  God  does  and  must  approve 
t!»em  wherever  they  are  found,  though 
they  he  but  natural;  for  he  commands 
and  ordains  them.  Man’s  nature  is  good 
■  nd  sinless  ;  and  when  he  acts  according 
to  its  dictates  he  is  happy  and  appioved 
tiy  h  is  Maker.  But  when  he  perverts 
and  abuses  it,  when  he  acts  unnaluraU 
(hen  is  he  guilty  and  unhappy.  Hence 
Paul  speaks  of  those  who  go  contrary  to 
nature,  and  those  who  are  tailhout  natural 
affection,  as  the  very  worst  characters  in 
the  world.  (Rom.  i.  ?6,27.  C  Tim.  iii. 
3.)  “  Take  nature’s  path  and  mad  opin 

tons  leave,’’  ami  with  the  assistance  of 
(he  revelation  God  has  given  us  we  shall 
tiot  materially  err. 

You  contend  that  Adam  was  created 
|ierfect,  or  far  more  so  than  any  of  his 
"  sterity  have  ever  been  since.  But,  sir, 
believe  the  world  furnishes  many  fitr 
more  noble  examples  of  perfection,  and 
dignified  virtue  than  Adam  ever  exhibit¬ 
ed  even  before  his  defection.  I  might 
refer  you  to  many  examples  in  almost  all 
ages  of  the  wot  Id  :  But  one  instance  shall 
suffice  for  the  present.  Look  to  Joseph, 
(h«  beloved'  son  of  the  patriarch  Jacob. 
What  fault  do  you  find  with  his  charac¬ 
ter  and  life  ?  Where  can  you  find  one 
blemish  ?  where  an  instance  of  depravi¬ 
ty  ?  Follow  him  through  all  the  stages  of 
bis  life,  from  childhood  to  youth,  man- 
4iood,  and  old  age — see  him  maltreated 
and  abused,  persecuted  and  sold,  betray¬ 
ed  and  imprisioned — aee  him  resisting 
(be  strongest  temptations,  the  machina¬ 
tions  of  an  artful  and  designing-  woman, 
with  every  prospect  of  secsesy  of  his 
*  crime  and  promotidn  to  honor  wealth 
*f  he  yielded,  and  the  certain  expectation 


of  imprisonment  and  ruin  if  he  resisted — 
see  his  virtue  and  integrity  triumphing 
overall  this  foimidable  array  of  beset¬ 
ting  temptations — and  then  say,  if  Jo¬ 
seph  was  totally  depraved,  destitute  of 
every  moral  excellency,  wholly  opposed 
to  every  thing  good,  and  wholly  inclined 
to  every  thing  evil  !  Say,  if  he  did  not 
exhibit  more  firmness  of  virtue,  more  in¬ 
tegrity  of  character,  more,  much  more 
moral  excellency  than  Adam  ever  exhib¬ 
ited  ?  Did  Adam  resist  more  powerful 
temptations  than  these  ?  Would  he  with 
his  perfect  nature  have  withstood  what  Jo- 
seeh  withstood  with  his  fallen  nature  ?  Did 
Adam  ever  resist  a  temptation  ?  Did 
he  not  yield  to  the  very  frit  assault  ofj 
the  tempter?  How  then  can  you  believe; 
that  he  was  perfect  in  virtue  and  even  in| 
holiness,  and  aU  his  posterity  entirety  de¬ 
void  of  every  particle  of  mcral  exceNenry  ? 
But  tlm  world  has  produced  many  exam¬ 
ples  of  virtue  and  excellence  of  cliarac- 
Ur  equal  to  that  of  Joseph,  and  far  sur¬ 
passing  in  dignit)  any  thing  (hat  we 
know  of  our  first  pai'ents  ;  and  every  one 
of  them  is  a  refutation  of  the  monstrous 
notion  of  total  depravity. 

Why,  Sir,  if  I  believed  in  the  doctrine 
of  total  depravity,  I  should  not  dare  to  live 
among  men.  I  should  expect  that  every 
morsel  of  food  I  took  from  the  hand  of  a 
fellow  being  would  be  mingled  with  cor¬ 
rosive  subliment ;  every  draught  of  water 
tinctured  with  arsenic  or  nightshade ;  that 
some  deadly  poison  would  be  placed  in  ev¬ 
ery  dish  and  every  cup  I  took  ;  that  every 
man  L  met  in  the  street  would  have  a 
dagger  concealed  under  his  cloak,  or  a 
brace  of  pistols  about  his  person  with 
which  to  take  my  life  !  Nay,  I  should  not  | 
even  dare,  unarmed  to  meet  you  in  the  i 
streets  of  this  village ;  for  notwithstand-  i 
ing  your  fair  reputation,  weight  of  moral  j 
character,  and  Christian  profession,  I  should  | 
fear  (did  I  believe  human  nature  was  to- 1 
tally  depraved,  “  wliolly  opposite  to  every  ! 
thing  good,  and  wholly  inclined  to  every  j 
thing  evil,”  “  totally  defiled  in  all  the  parts : 
and  f^aculties  of  soul  and  body”)  that  all 
these  pretensions  and  professions  were  no¬ 
thing  but  hypocrisy  and  sheer  imposition, 
practised  oa  ^.community  to  deceive  the 
simple  and  prey  upon  the  unwary  ;  and 
that  you  were  capable  of  the  darkest  and 
bloodiest  deeds  of  villany !  In  short,  I 
should  flee  from  the  abodes  and  all  the 
haunts  of  men,  retire  to  some  far-off  recess 
in  the  wilderness,  or  some  deep  and  lone¬ 
ly  cavern,  and  there  shut  myself  up  wJiere 
human  eye  could  ne'wer  see  me  more.  But 
no>  sir,  I  have  no  fears  of'  this  kind,  no 
such  dreadful  apprehensions  to-  torment 
and  drive  me  from  society.  And  for  the 
plain  reason  that  I  do  not  believe  in  this 
doctrine.  I  can  confide  in  your  goodness, 
your  natural  goodness  of  heart ;  and  in  that 


of  my  fellow  beings  generally,  and  believe 
there  is  so  much  go^ness  and  benignity 
iu  the  hearts  of  men  that  they  would  soon¬ 
er  do  me  a  kindness  than  an  injury. 

I  know  of  but  one  argument  in  the 
world  that  appears  at  all  in  favor  of  the 
doctrine  of  total  depravity — that  is,  the 
fact  that  some  eminent  preachers  of  vour 
denomination  have  publicly  declared  and  ‘ 
maintained  that  they  should  hereafter  re¬ 
joice  in  ecstacics  o(  bliss  at  the  sight  of 
the  unspeakable  and  endless  tonnents  of  the 
damned  in  hell !  Could  I  believe  such  nitii 
spoke  from  experience  and  observation  of 
the  natural  feelings  of  their  own  hearts,  I 
should  be  inclined  to  believe  that  theif  pos¬ 
sibly  might  be  totally  depraved.  But  I 
cannot  think  so  bad  even  of  these  men ; 
for  they  are  most  of  them  touched  with 
feelings  of  pity  and  commiseration  of  the 
sufferings  their  fello'w  beings  here,  and 
are  making  great  exertions  to  save  man¬ 
kind  from  so  dreadful  a  fate  hereafter. 
.\nd  hence  the  benevolence  of  heart  thev 
manifest  towards  mankind  for  time  anil 
eternity,  betrays  the  falsity  of  their  creed 
and  professions  that  they  shall  hereaftei 
rejoice  at  sight  of  the  miseries  of  their  fel- 
i  low  beings.  And  hence,  as  this  last  ves¬ 
tige  of  proof  is  betrayed  and  removed  by 
the  feelings  and  conduct  of  its  own  advo¬ 
cates,  I  may  now  safely  dismiss  this  sub¬ 
ject  from  further  notice,  believing  that 
your  discriminating  mind  will  properlv 
weigh  the  arguments  adduced,  and  discard 
a  doctrine  that  begins,  and  continues,  and 
ends  in  such  palpable  inconsistency  and 
absurdity  as  that  of  total  depravity. 

In  my  next  I  shall  commence  the  exam¬ 
ination  of  the  doctrine  of  particular  Blec- 
tiou  and  Reprobation. 

Yours,  &c.  D.  S. 
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AN  INQUIRY 

Into  the  Scriptural  import  of  the  phrases 
Kin'guo.m  of  Goo  and  KiN'r.DO,M  ok 
Heaven,  occurring  in  the  New  •Test  ament. 

NO.  VI. 

Matt.  xii.  28 — ‘^But  if  I  cast  out  dev¬ 
ils  (demons)  by  the  spirit  of  God,  then 
is  the  kingdom  of  God  come  nnto  you.” 
The  gospel  covenant  is  here  intended,  and 
no  remarks  are  required  to  make  it  more 
obvious. 

Matt.  xix.  23,  24 — “  Then  said  .lesus 
unto  his  disciples.  Verily  I  say  unto  you 
that  a  rich  man  shall  hardly  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  And  again,  I  say 
unto  you,  it  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go 
through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a 
rich  man  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God.” 

This  is  one  of  those  passages  again,  on 
which  popular  religion  de^nds  for  its  sup¬ 
port,  and  which  will  not  Dc  yielded  with- 
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out  a  struggle.  But  we  will  review  the 
laii<niage  of  the  parties  concerned  and  the 
occasion  on  which  it  was  spoken,  and, 
then,  if  the  balance  of  evidence  is  against 
us,  we  will  not  murmur. 

1.  The  occasion  is  described  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account — “  And  behold  one  came 
and  said  unto  him.  Good  master,  what 
good  thing  shall  I  do,  that  1  may  have 
eternal  life  ?  And  he  said  unto  him.  Why 
eallest  thou  me  good  }  there  is  none  good 
but  one,  that  is  God ;  but  if  thou  wilt  en¬ 
ter  into  life,  keep  the  commandments. 
And  he  said  unto  him,  which }  Jesus  said. 
Thou  shalt  do  no  murder,  T'heu  shalt  not 
commit  adultery,  Thou  shalt  not  steal, 
Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness.  Honor 
thy  father  and  mother,  and,  Thou  shalt 
love  thy  neighbor  as  thy  self.  The  young 
man  saith  unto  him.  All  these  things  have 
I  kept  from  my  youth  up ;  what  lack  I 
yet  Jesus  said  unto  him,  If  thou  wilt  be 
perfect,  go  and  sell  what  thou  hast  and 
give  to  the  poor,  and  thou  shalt  have  trea¬ 
sure  in  heaven ;  and  come  and  follow  me. 
But  when  the  young  man  heard  that  say¬ 
ing,  he  w’ent  away  sorrowful,  for  he  had 
great  possessions.  Ver.  16 — 22.  Then 
follow  the  23d  and  24th  verses  cited  above, 
at  which  the  disciples  “  were  exceedingly 
amazed,  Jsaying,  Who  then  can  be  saved  ? 
But  Jesus  beheld  them,  and  said  unto 
them.  With  men  this  is  impossible,  but 
with  God  all  things  are  possible.”  Verses 
25,  26. 

2.  The  language  used  by  the  parties 
<»}ncerned  comes  next  to  be  considered. 
And  here  notice, 

1.  What  the  young  man  calls  eternal 
life,  Jesus  expresses  by  the  term  li/e. 

2.  The  young  man  had  done  all  that 
was  embraced  in  the  command  cited  by 
.Tesus,  and  it  does  not  appear,  that  our 
Lord  suspected  him  of  hypocrisy,  but 
knew  him  sincere,  for  the  love  of  Jesus 
towards  him  is  expressly  recorded.  Mark 
X.  21. 

3.  The  strong  presumption  from  the  ac¬ 
knowledged  worth  of  tliis  young  man,  is, 
that  he  had  not  neglected  the  poor,  for  he 
could  not,  seeing  lie  had  kept  the  com¬ 
mand — “  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself.” 

4.  Ohserre  particularly,  the  phrase 
kingdom  of  (Jod  here,  mean  immortal  life, 
as  this  young  man  had  kept  all  *the  im¬ 
portant  commandments,  he  would  have 
been  saved  if  he  had  not  been  rich ! 
His  riches  was  the  only  obstacle  to  his 
salvation !  Would  not  this  construction 
try  ni  iny  of  our  Doctors  who  hold  their 

great  possessions’*  with  a  death-grasp, 
and  refuse  to  “  sell  whatsoeoer”  they  have 
for  the  good  of  “  the  poor,  perishing  im¬ 
mortal  souls  of  the  heathen,”  and  who,  un¬ 
like  this  young  man,  fail  to  keep  the  com¬ 
mandments  r  Let  those  who  take  this  view 
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of  this  passage  beware  not  to  condemn 
themselves  in  the  thing  which  they  allow. 

5.  If  w’e  are  to  consider  immortal  life 
as  the  reward  of  the  young  man  for  com¬ 
plying  with  the  injuction  of  Jesus  to  keep 
the  commandments,  to  sell  what  he  had 
and  give  to  the  poor,  and  follow  our  Lord, 
then  salvation  is  of  works  and  not  of  grace  ; 
and  this  man  might  boast”  of  the  infin¬ 
ite  w'ages  he  had  received  for  his  finite  la¬ 
bors. 

6.  I  believe  the  -most  rigid  of  all  intel¬ 
ligent  orthodox  Christians,  will  not  con¬ 
tend  that  the  disciples,  this  young  man,  or 
any  of  the  Jews,  at  this  time,  entertained 
any  notion  of  a  change  in  the  dispensation 
of  Moses,  or  that  Jesus  was  to  be  any  oth¬ 
er  than  a  temporal  prince,  and  would  con¬ 
duct  a  worldly  kingdom.  This  being  ad¬ 
mitted  which  no  one  will  deny,  this  young 
man  could  not  have  had  any  doubts  re¬ 
specting  his  future  salvation,  for  he  had 
done  all  the  law  of  Moses  enjoined  him  to 
do,  and  as  a  Jew  must  have  been  perfect¬ 
ly  safe  in  his  own  esteem,  for  no  Jew  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  endlessly  miserable.  And 
that  this  man  was  a  Jew,  is  plain  from  his 
having  kept  the  commandments,  to  which 

[  the  Gentiles  had  no  access.  He  believed 
that,  under  the  Messiah,  his  countrymen 
who  had  now  grown  corrupt  to  an  alarm¬ 
ing  degree,  would  be  reformed,  and  that 
the  nation  would  be  led  on  to  a  prosperous 
and  glorious  state.  But  future  immortal 
life  could  not  have  been  a.niatter  of  much 
concern  with  him,  if  we  pay  any  regard 
to  the  religious  opinions  ot  the  Jews,  nor 
could  it  therefore  have  been  the  object 
of  his  inquiry.  I«  any  one  prepared  to 
believe,  that,  w’hen  this  young  man  “went 
away  sorrowful,”  he  resolved  to  hold  on! 
to  his  possessions  at  the  expense  of  endless  I 
joys.^  If  this  be  so,  it  must  have  been 
known  to  Jesus,  whose  benevolence  for 
the  young  man  was  so  great,  that  it  is 
strange  he  did  not  make  another  effort  to 
save  him  ;  but  it  seems  he  did  not.  Our 
modern  soul-savers  would  have  dispatched 
half  a  dozen  missionaries  after  this  young 
man,  and  drained  him  of  his  great  posses¬ 
sions  by  pious  begging,  and  removed  this 
ponderous  impediment  to  his  salvation ! 
They  would  have  appointed  inquiry,  anx~ 
ions  and  prayer  meetings  at  his  house  four 
times  a  week  until  they  had  racked  his 
brain  to  distraction,  and  worn  out  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  both  his  body  and  mind,  and 
finally  preyed  upon  his  breathing  carcase 
in  the  last  agonies  of  expiring  nature,  be¬ 
fore  they  would  have  yielded  their  claim 
to  his  “  great  possessions,”  and  the  honor 
of  saving  his  soul  from  the  wrath  of  God  ! 
But  why  did  not  Jesus  the  compassionate 
Saviour  of  sinners,  manifest  an  equal  in¬ 
terest  in  this  man’s  happiness,  if  his  final 
fate  turned  upon  the  pivot  of  selling  all 
he  had,  &c.  ?  No  one  can  account  for  this 
if  modern  zeal  be  according  to  knowledge. 


7.  Though  at  the  day  of  Pentecost  com¬ 
menced  and  continued  the  true  spirit  and 
life  of  the  Gospel,  this  bingdom  of  God  did 
not  fully  come  till  all  the  opposition  of  tln- 
Jews  was  cut  off,  as  we  shall  more  clear¬ 
ly  see  hereafter.  The  condition  of  enter¬ 
ing  Christ’s  kingdom,  which  did  not  re 
ceive  an  establishment  till  fifty  days  after 
his  crucifixion,  when  the  holy  spirit  de¬ 
scended  on  the  apostles,  was,  to  possess  u 
fair  and  unblemished  moral  character,  and 
to  dispose  of  every  thing,  whether  of  pro 
pertv  or  family  connexions,  which  was 
likely  to  prove  cumbrous,  or  impede  tlieir 
Christian  enterprise.  This  period  was  the 
dawning  of  a  neiv  age.  Indeed  the  sun  of 
righteousness  had  already  arisen  and  par¬ 
tially  enlightened  many  of  the  dark  regions 
of  Palestine.  Our  Lord  could  not  there¬ 
fore  consistently  encourage  those  to  become 
his  disciples  and  hope  to  partake  of  the 
joys  of  his  kingdom  w’hen  it  should  come, 
who  doated  on  their  earthly  possessions, 
not  because  it  was  wicked  to  be  rich,  nor, 
that  it  exposed  the  possessor  to  intermina¬ 
ble  anguish  ;  but  because  if  a  man’s  at 
tachments  for  his  property  were  greater 
than  for  the  honour  &  the  humble  cause  ot 
Christ,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
enter,  or  enjoy  the  kingdom  of  God,  when 
the  time  should  arrive  for  ail  his  faithful 
followers  to  flee  to  the  mountains  for  the 
preservation  of  their  lives.  Our  Lord 

I  was  the  more  cautious  on  tliis  delicate  sub 
ject,  because  he  did  not  know  the  timo 
when  these  troubles  would  commence 
Mark,  xiii.  32.  And  he  warned  his  dis 
ciples  to  be  constantly  in  readiness,  for 
they  did  not  know  at  what  hour  their  Lord 
would  come.  v.  33 — 37.  For  aught 
they  knew,  or  could  know,  the  period 
would  arrive  shortly.  Besiifes,  owing  U' 
the  persecutions  of  the  Jews,  the  disciple.*: 
of  Christ  had  no  abiding  place,  but  were 
obliged  when  they  were  persecuted  in  one 
city  to  flee  into  another.  Matt.  x.  23. 
By  this  means  they  were  to  wait  for  tlu 
kingdom  of  God.  But  if  they  had  been 
attached  to  wealth  and  connexions,  i 
would  have  been  impossible  for  them  to 
enter  it.  It  is  doubtless  for  this  reason  in 
part  that  our  Lord  chose  men  who  werf* 
destitute  df  property  for  his  first  followers. 
That  the  everlasting  life  which  the  young 
man  sought  was  to  consist  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  bl**s.sings  of  Christ’s  kingdom, 
in  this  world,  wdl  appear,  I  think,by  coa 
sidering, 

8.  The  reward  of  the  disciples  for  sim¬ 
ilar  duties.  After  the  young  man  had  re¬ 
tired,  and  Jesus  had  quelled  the  anxietv 
of  the  disciples  about  the  deliver*nct*,Cf'’ 
their  countrymen  by  telling  iHem,,  that 
“  with  God  (fil  things  are  possible,’^  “Then 
Peter  answered  and  said  unto  him.  Behold 
we  have  forsaken  all,  and  follow’ed  thee  : 
what  shall  we  have,  therefore  ?”  v.  27. 
He  answered,  “  when  the  Son  of  mansbaH 
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sit  OD  the  throne  of  his  glory,  ye  also  shall 
sit  upon  twelve  thrones,  judging  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Israel.  And  every  one  that  hath 
forsaken  houses,  or  brethren,  or  sisters,  or 
father,  or  mother,  or  wife,  or  children,  or 
iauds,  fur  my  name’s  sake,  shall  receive 
an  hundred  fold,  and  shall  inherit  everlas¬ 
ting  life.  But  many  that  are  first  shall  be 
last,  and  the  lastshall  be  first.”  v.  28 — 30. 

Here  let  the  question  be  asked,  when 
Was  Jesus  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  his  glo¬ 
ry  It  w'ill  likely  be  answered  at  the 
,;eueral  judgment  at  the  end  of  the  world. 
But  w’here  is  the  proof  of  this  ?  A  compar¬ 
ison  of  Matt.  xvi.  27,  28,  with  chapters 
xxiv.  and  xxv.  Mark  xiii.  and  Luke  xxi. 
•‘hap.  forbids  such  an  interpretation.  Be¬ 
sides,  alluding  to  the  very  time  when  the 
doctrine  of  Jesus  was  glorified  by  the  de¬ 
scent  of  the  holy  spirit,  the  prophet  says, 

at  that  time  they  shall  call  Jeruiia'em’lhe 
ihroiw  of  the  Lord^  and  all  the  nations  shall 
be  gathered  unto  it.”  Jer.  iii.  17.  And 
the  many  nations  assembled  on  the  day  of 
pentecost  justify  this  application. 

Well,  at  this  saiAe  time  the  apostles 
were  to  sit  on  the  twelve  thrones  judging 
the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel.  And,  preju¬ 
dice  apart,  the  boldness  and  indepen¬ 
dence  manifested  by  the  apostles  on  that 
august  day,  in  judging  and  silencing  the 
Jews  and  their  cavils,  indicated  that  they 
were  kings  and  priests  of  God.  Here 
they  judged  tribes.  But  are  whole  tribes 
to  be  judged  in  a  future  world  ?  And  how 
would  the  apostles  look  in  assisting  the 
Almighty  to  dispose  of  his  creatures  in  j 
the  general  judgment  ?  For  myself,  I  do 
not  find  such  a  judgment  taught  in  the 
Bible,  but  if  there  were,  1  hardly  think 
the  apostles  would  be  concerned  in  giv¬ 
ing  sentence  upon  the  tribes  of  Israel,  or 
upon  any  of  their  fellow-cieatures.  It 
appears  obvious  from  facts  and  common 
sense,  “  that  sitting  on  twelve  thrones,  sig¬ 
nifies  the  stale  of  eminent  dignity  to  which 
the. apostles  should  be  raised” — and  to 
which  they  were  raised  when  they  recei¬ 
ved  power  from  on  high,  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost.  “  And  judging  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Israel  means  no  iiioi  e  than  exer¬ 
cising  authority  in  the  churches  and  dis¬ 
pensing  laws  to  “  guide  their  brethren  in 
the  path  of  wisdom.”  See  Clarke’s  notes. 
The  Dr.  differs  from  this  view,  bat  with¬ 
out  reason  or  evidence.  The  thirtieth 
verse  indicates  the  conversion  of  the 
twelve  tribes.  “But  many  that  are  frst 
shaR  be  lastp  and  the  last  ^all  be  first. 
Here  too,  the  apostles  were  ta  receive  an 
I'^i^red  fultl,  and  Inherit  everlasting  life, 
'ntat  i^ey  did  receive  a  hundred  fold  at 
this  time  is  more  tlian  intimated  by  our 
Lord  in  the  parable  of  the  sower.  Matt, 
xiii.  and  the  retoord  is  equal  to  their 
labours  of  love.  They  also  inherited 
rveriasling  tife*  in  the  scriptural  import 
of  the  term,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 


everlasting  gospel.^*  Rev.  xiv.  6.  Buti 
perhaps  no  one  believes  **  the  everlasting! 
Gospel  to  preach  to  them  that  dwell  on  the 
earth''*  is  to  be  endless  in  its  contiou-l 
ance.  To  allow,  that  ”  be  who  believeth ! 
on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life,**  John, 
iii.  36,  the  principle  would  make  the 
subject  before  us  equally  plain. 

1  could  have  enlarged  on  every  topic, 
but  most  close  with  what  I  have  written, 
being  satisfied  that  the  evidence  is  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  the  interpretation  I  have  given  the 
plirasc  *^kingdon%  of  God**  in  this  No. 
yet  desiring  to  be  corrected  if  I  am  mis¬ 
taken.  W.  I.  Reese. 


*  Compare  Mark  x.  29,  30  and  Luke  xvtii.  29,  i 
30,  where  world  to  come  means  age  to  come. 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
POPERY  OF  ORTHODOXY. 

Bk.  Skinner, — Amidst  the  porten- 
tious  events  which  arc  thickening  a- 
round  us,  menacing  the  distiuction  of 
our  civil  and  religious  liberties,  it  is 
encouraging  to  find  one  among  the  pro¬ 
fessed  orthodox  clergy,  who  is  honest 
enough,  and  has  the  requisite  indepen¬ 
dence,  to  sound  the  tocsin  of  alarm,  and 
point  out  the  errors  and  dangers  of  the 
present  popular  exertions.  The  follow¬ 
ing  are  extracts  from  a  woik  of  Robert 
Reid,  A.  M.  an  orthodox  preacher  of 
Erie,  Pa.  published  last  year, — entitled, 
“  The  seven  lastTplagues,**  &c.  ”  A  trea-^ 
tise  on  the  prophecies,  in  two  parts.**  If 
you  think  they  will  be  of  any  use  to  the 
public  you  are  welcome  to  publish  them. 

N.  S. 

I  In  his  dissertaVton  on  the  7th  Chap,  of 
Daqjcl,  he  adverts  to  the  method  of  the 
teaching  of  Christ,' and  compares  it  with 
the  present  mode  of  instruction — *‘But, 
says  he,  'Mn  this  generation,  which  is 
no  less  sinful  and  degenerate,  the  con¬ 
vert-makers  are  exceedingly  successful. 
It  has,  in  fact,  become  a  mere  mechani 
cal  business, — a  work  of  art  :  but  while 
they  trumpet  forth  their  own  praises,  and 
exhibit  the  evidences  of  their  victory 
over  the  kingdom  of  Satan,  theie  is  too 
much  reason  to  fear,  that  like  the  con¬ 
verts  of  the  pharisees,  they  are  made  two 
fold  more  the  children  of  hell.”  *  *  *  * 
******.  “The  numerous  procla¬ 
mations  concerning  religious  revivals, 
the  immense  success  of  missionary  la¬ 
bors,  the  great  good  which  has  been  and 
is  doing  by  Tract  Societies,  &c.  die.,  are 
the  great  words  which  the  horn  speaks 
in  this  part  of  the  Christian  world.  It 
speaks  always  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
gratify  the  natural  pride  of  the  heart, 
and  by  this  it  may  be  always  known  and 
distinguished  from  the  still  small  voice 
of  the  gospel.  But  its  great  words  work 
its  own  rum,  and  the  ruin  of  all  the  pre¬ 
sent  plans  for  the  propagation  of  Chris¬ 


tianity.  These  are  not  new  inventions- 
The  protestant  world  has  followed  the 
footsteps  of  the  Church  of  Rome  !  Their 
plans  and  their  works  are  of  the  same 
nature  with  her  corruptions,  and  when 
Babylon  shall  fall  they  must  all  fall  to¬ 
gether.”  •*»***‘'** 

“When  they  [mcn3  look  around  them, 
and  find  so  much  apparent  harmony,  anil 
so  much  charity  among  the  ditfereiit  re¬ 
ligious  sects,  w  hich  w  ere  formerly  hostile 
to  each  other;  when  they  see  them  ail 
uniting,  and  combining  their  exertions 
for  the  circulation  of  the  scriptures,  and 
for  many  other  laudable  and  benevolent 
objects  ;  and  hear  them  reporting  how 
God  has  blessed  their  endeavors  beyond 
their  most  sanguine  expectation?; — to 
say  that  these  are  the  great  words  which 
the  horn  spake,  and  fur  which  the  beast 
shall  be  slain,  &c.  seems  to  argue  nut 
only  a  total  want  of  charity,  but  a  degree 
of  prejudice  and  perverseness,  which  ren¬ 
der  a  man  totally  unfit  for  society.  Of¬ 
ten  has  the  writer  of  these  reinui  ks  had 
his  heart  tortured  by  such  reflections. 

It  gives  him  pain  at  the  present  moment 
I  to  say,  that  these  splendid  appearances 
have  little  reality  in  them,  that  the  char¬ 
ity  of  this  age  is  founded  on  a  want  of 
regard  for  truth, — that  the  present  exer¬ 
tions  fur  the  promotion  or  the  gospel, 
when  traced  to  their  source,  will  general¬ 
ly  be  found  to  proceed  from  a  sellisit 
desire  of  promoting  the  influence  of  their 
particular  sects, — and  in  fact,  that  every 
work  they  engage  in,  however  laudable 
and  benevolent  it  may  be,  in  its  nature, 
is  soon  contaminated  and  corrupted  by 
passing  through  their  hands. 

“  It  will  no  doubt  be  objected,  that 
such  observations  are  calculated  to  injure 
the  cause  of  religion,  to  weaken  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  charitable  and  zealous,  and 
to  unnerve  the  arms  of  benevolent  exer¬ 
tions.  What  will  become  of  our  Bible 
institutions,  of  our  missionary  and  tract 
societies,  and  of  all  the  plans  which  have 
been  formed  fur  the  propagation  of  the 
gospel,  if  the  world  should  suspect  their 
charity  had  been  abused,  and  their  giftSf  ' 
which  they  have  so  liberally  bestowed 
for  the  support  of  the  Redeemer's  king¬ 
dom,  transferred  to  the  kingdom  of  the 
beast  ? — We  answer,  it  is  time  that  the 
truth  should  be  generally  known  ;  and 
that  the  attention  of  mankind  should  be 
called  to  the  motives,  the  means,  and  the 
objects  of  their  benevolence.  It  is  long 
since  “  pious  frauds”  were  invented. 
These  contrivances  were  practised,  and 
even  defended  by  many  of  those  charac*' 
ters  who  are  called  the  fathers  of  the 
church.  They  thought  it  no  harm,  but  a 
duty,  to  use  means  mr  the  propagation  of 
the  gospel,  which  they  would  have  con¬ 
demned  as  mean  and  dishonest,  if  they 
had  found  others  using  them  for  other 
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purposes.  Those  who  retd  and  study 
the  history  of  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth 
centuries,  which  are  generally  supposed 
to  be  the  purest  ages  of  the  church,  will 
be  at  no  loss  to  understand  how  *Mhe 
man  of  sin”  had  the  way  opened  for  him 
to  enter  the  temple  of  God  ;  and  to  place 
his  throne  hard  by  the  throne  of  the  Most 
High.  It  was  by  means  of  the  same  pi- 
ms  frauds,  which  are  now«,practiscd  so 
extensively  in  the  churches,  that  hund* 
leils  of  petty  anti-christs  arose  ;  and 
when  their  ambitious  claims  came  into 
collission,  the  church  was  thrown  into  a 
ilaine,  anil  it  was  thought  better  to  have 
one  infallible  judge,  than  an  hundred 
judges  who  all  pretended  to  infallibility, 
and  whose  decisions  frequently  ran  in 
direct  contradiction,  the  one  to  the  oth« 
cr.  Thus  the  little  horn  whose  looks 
were  mure  stout  than  his  fellows,  became 
the  supreme  arbiter,  and  his  voice  was 
the  law.” 
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ILLUSTRATION  OF  SCRIPTURE. 

He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall 
he  saved :  but  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be 
damned.''^  Mark  xvi.  16. 

The  common  interpretation  of  this  pas¬ 
sage  is  this.  He  that  believeth  in  the 
popular  creed,  and  lives  up  to  it  all  the 
days  of  his  life,  and  is  baptized  with 
water,  whether  by  sprinkling,  pouring  or 
dipping,  shall  in  the  future  state  be  saved 
tVom  an  endless  hell.  But  he  that  does 
not  believe  in  the  popular  creed,  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  disbelieve  it  all  the  days  of  his 
life,  and  is  not  baptized  as  above  describ¬ 
ed,  shall  be  tormented  in  that  hell  to  all 
eternity. 

Let  us  then  suppose  this  to  be  the  cor¬ 
rect  interpretation  of  the  passage — and 
suppose  this  belief  is  the  faith  required  in 
the  text  in  order  to  obtain  justification, 
how  many  will  stand  justified  or  escape  an 
endless  hell  in  the  future  world  ? 

Let  it  be  understood  that  the  Saviour 
informed  his  disciples  that  it  should  be 
known  who  was  the  believer  by  the  signs 
that  were  to  follow.  See  the  two  follow¬ 
ing  verses. 

'I  And  these  signs  shall  follow  them  that 
believe  : — in  my  name  shall  they  cast  out 
devils :  they  shall  speak  with  new  tongues ; 
they  shall  take  up  serpents,  and  if  they 
drink  any  deadly  thing  it  shall  not  hurt 
them ;  they  shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick, 
and  they  shall  recover.”  Now  if  there 
be  a  person  in  this  age  of  the  world  that 
can  cast  out  devils :  that  can  speak  with 
new  tongues:  that  can  take  up  serpents 
and  drink  deadly  things  without  being  in¬ 
jured — and  if  they  can  heal  the  sick  by 
faying  on  the  hand  :  if  there  be  any  that 
<'an  do  all  these  things,  then  they  can  es¬ 


cape  the  torments  of  an  endlesa  bell — but 
if  they  cannot,  then  they  ninet  sufier  it. 

If  none  can  be  found  but  those  who  do  not 
believe,  and  are  not  baptized  in  such  a 
manner  that  they  can  do  all  these  things, 
then  all  must,  when  they  die,  go  to  hell 
and  be  eternally  damned :  for  all  are  un¬ 
believers  :  Alas !  for  the  consequences,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  popular  interpretation.  If 
the  qualifications  of  believers  be  determi¬ 
ned  by  the  signs  which  the  Saviour  enu¬ 
merates — Alas !  Alas !  for  the  consequen¬ 
ces! 

But  the  obvious  meaning  of  this  passage 
ought  to  be  determined  from  the  connex¬ 
ion  in  which  it  stands.  It  will  be  recol¬ 
lected  that  the  Saviour  had  just  unbraided 
the  eleven  disciples  for  their  unbelief  and 
hardness  of  heart :  his  language  therefore 
may  be  parap  hrased  thus : — **  1  have  now 
declared  to  you  the  truth  of  my  mission. 

I  have  informed  you  that  I  am  the  sent  of 
God — the  Saviour  of  the  world.  I  have 
taught  you  that  1  must  suffer  and  die  ;  be 
buried  and  raised  again  on  the  third  day  *, 
these  facts  are  now  before  your  eyes. 
You  are  now  witnesses  that  I  have  been 
crucified  and  buried,  and  am  now  alive. 
Others  have  told  you  that  they  had  seen 
me  after  my  resurrection,  and  you  did  not 
believe.  Why  is  it  that  you  have  not  be¬ 
lieved  ?  But  now  you  see  me  with  your 
own  eyes  ;  you  are  now  witnesses  before 
me  that  what  I  have  asserted  respecting 
my  suflerings,  death  and  resurrection,  are 
literally  true,  you  can  no  longer  doubt.  I 
therefore  command  you  now  to  go  forth 
and  proclaim  it  to  all  the  world  :  believe 
now  and  be  justified,  and  you  shall  be 
baptized  in  such  a  manner  that  you  shall 
have  power  to  cast  out  devils  in  my  name, 
and  speak  with  new  tongues,  and  if  you 
drink  any  deadly  thing  it  shall  not  hurt 
you — you  shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick  and 
they  shall  recover.  All  these  signs  shall 
follow  you  who  believe.  But  if  you  do 
not  believe — if  you  doubt  what  you  have 
seen  with  your  own  eyes,  and  what  you 
have  heard  with  your  own  ears,  you  cam- 
not  be  justified,  you  stand  condemned : 
none  of  these  signs  shall  follow  your  la¬ 
bors  because  you  believe  not.”  So  far 
then  was  the  passage — he  that  believeth 
shall  be  saved,  but  he  that  believeth  not 
shall  be  damned — from  being  applied  by 
the  Saviour  to  those  to  whom  the  disciples 
were  to  preach,  that  he  made  a  special  ap¬ 
plication  of  it  to  the  disciples— the  preachers 
themselves.  But  if  any  one  supposes  that 
the  words  were  intended  to  be  applied  to 
hearers  as  well  as  preachers,  let  them  be 
content  with  the  Saviour’s  interpretation 
respecting  the  consequences  of  belief  and 
unbelief,  when  he  says,  “  He  that  believ¬ 
eth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life^  Js 
passed  from  death  to  life — is  not  condemn¬ 
ed  :  but  he  that  believeth  not  is  condemn¬ 


ed  abreadg.  And  this  is  the  condemnation, 
(not  to  be  damned  to  hcl  in  m  future  state 
to  all  eternity)  that  light  is  come  into  the 
world  and  men  loved  darkness  rather  than 
light  because  their  deeds  were  evil.** 

I  have  been  particular  in  examining  and 
thus  paraphra«ng  this  passage — not  be¬ 
cause  the  passage  was  ooscure — for  I  do 
not  conceive  it  to  be  obscure  but  perfect¬ 
ly  plain  and  intelligible — but  because  ma¬ 
ny  resort  to  this  text  as  proof  against  the 
doctrine  of  Universal  Salvation. 

“  He  that  believeth  not,  (say  they  with 
a  mournful  sigh)  shall  be  damned  !  There¬ 
fore  Universal  Salvation  cannot  be  true,” 
\vithout  inquiring  into  the  nature  of  that 
damnation,  or  what  we  must  believe  iu 
order  to  escape  damnation.  - 

The  popular,  or  the  self-styled  orthodox 
at  this  age  of  the  world,  say,  for  a  person 
to  be  saved,  he  mast  believe  himsen  to  be 
totally  depraved, — he  must  believe  God  is 
very  angry  with  him — he  must  believe 
himself  deserving  of  endless  misery — this 
is  a  very  essential  article — and  that  God 
would  M  very  just  and  holy  should  be 
make  him  thus  miserable.  He  must  be¬ 
lieve  in  an  Almighty  Devil  as  a  principal 
servant  under  G(^,  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  misery  “  for  the  praise  of  God’s  vindic¬ 
tive  justice.”  And  finally,  he  must  be¬ 
lieve  and  assent  to  their  creed  and  he 
shall  be  saved.  One  says,  “  if  you  will 
come  and  join  our  chnrcb,  and  assent  to 
our  articles  of  faith,  yon  will  be  a  believer 
and  will  be  saved  from  an  endless  hell.” 
One  of  another  denomination  says,  **  if  yon 
will  join  our  chnrcb,  you  shall  be  saved.” 
And  some  are  so  charitable  as  to  con¬ 
clude  that  all  may  be  termed  believers 
whose  creed  shall  embrace  the  essential 
or  principal  article,  viz.  endless  damnation. 
Now  let  us  examine  this  matter  and  see 
if  this  article,  which  is  so  essential  to  con¬ 
stitute  a  believer,  be  not  the  very  article 
the  belief  of  which  constitutes  him  an  un¬ 
believer  of  the  gospel,  and  places  him  UU'> 
der  the  condemnation  of  the  text. 

The  Saviour  says,  this  is  the  work  of 
God,  that  ye  believe  on  him  that  sent 
me.”  But  what  are  we  to  believe  re¬ 
specting  him  who  sent  his  Son  “  to  be  the 
Saviour  of  the  world?”  Ans.  We  must 
believe  him  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 
We  are  to  believe  the  record  that  God 
gave  of  his  Son.  Well,  what  is  this  re¬ 
cord  ?  Was  it  eternal  death  for  a  large 
portion  of  the  human  family — or  was  it 
eternal  life  ?  The  Saviour  says  it  was  eter¬ 
nal  life.  He  says  his  Father  bad  given 
him  power  over  all  flesh  that  he  should 
give  them  eternal  life.  John  xvii.  2.  Shall 
we  believe  thb  record  ?  or  disbelieve  it  ? 
What  says  the  Apostle  John,  respecting 
receiving  or  rejecting  this  record?  He  de¬ 
clares  that  the  person  who  rejects  it  charges 
God  widi  the  lie,  “  because  he  believeij 
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not  the  record  that  God  gave  of  his  Son, 
and  this  is  the  record”  says  this  apostle, 
that  God  hath  given  to  u$  eternal  Hfe^ 
and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.  He  that  be- 
lieveth  not  this  record  maketb  God  a  liar.” 
Who  is  it  then,  but  the  believer  in  end¬ 
less  misery, that  denies  this  record  of  eter¬ 
nal  life,  and  charges  God  with  the  lie? 
and  yet  they  say  the  Universalist,  the  one 
who  believes  this  record,  is  the  unbeliever. 
And  why  ?  Because  he  does  not  believe 
in  endless  misery,  the  very  article  whieh 
requires  him  to  reject  this  record  of  eter¬ 
nal  life.  He  that  believeth  not  shall  be 
damned”  say  they.  Damned  for  not  be¬ 
lieving  what  ?  endless  misery  ?  “  Yes. 
For  not  believing  endless  misery.  If  your 
creed  only  embraced  the  article  of  endless 
misery  I  could  have  charity  for  you.”  i.  e. 
If  you  would  deny  the  record  God  gave  (rf 
his  Son,  I  could  fellowship  you  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  and  a  believer.  Only  become  what 
the  apostle  John  would  term  an  unbeliev¬ 
er,  and  you  would  then  become  a  believer, 

I  would  once  more  call  the  attention  of 
these  sage  endless  misery  believers  to  the 
argument  of  the  Apostle^ — “  And  this  is 
the  record  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eter¬ 
nal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.  He 
that  believeth  not  God  hath  made  him  a 
liar,  because  he  believeth  not  the  record 
that  God  gave  of  his  Son.”  1  John  \ .  10, 
11.  It  is  evident  from  this  reasoning  that 
the  Son  has  eternal  life  as  much  for  all,  or 
for  the  unbeliever, as  he  has  for  the  believer. 
Else  how  could  the  unbeliever’s  not  believ¬ 
ing  it,  make  God  the  liar?  Will  the  ortho¬ 
dox  answer  this  query  ?  How  can  an  un¬ 
believer  make  God  a  liar,  (or  charge  him 
with  the  lie)  by  not  believing  the  record 
that  Gk>d  hath  given  him  eternal  life,  in  his 
Son,if  God  hath  not  given  him  eternal  life  in 
his  Son  ?  Say,  ye  who  believe  God  design¬ 
ed  a  large  portion  of  the  human  family  for 
endless  misery,  how  is  it,  if  this  be  a  fact  ? 
How  is  it  that  unbelievers  make  God  a  li- 1 
ar  by  disbelieving  that  they  have  eternal 
life  in  the  Son  of  God  ?  If  your  doctrine  of  j 
endless  misery  for  them  be  true,  then  God  | 
calls  on  them  to  believe  a  lie  when  he  calls 
on  them  to  believe  the  record  that  they  1 
have  eternal  life  in  his  Son.  We  might  i 
now  introduce  the  passage,  “  he  that  be-  j 
lieveth — shall  be  saved  ;  but  that  believ-  i 
eth  not  shall  be  damned,”  and  show  that  I 
he  that  believeth  the  record  that  God  gave 
of  his  Son,  which  is  eternal  life  for  the  hu¬ 
man  family — for  the  unbeliever  as  well  as 
for  the  believer — is  the  Universalist ;  is 
the  one  who  is  saved — who  is  justified  in 
the  text— while  he  who  believes  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  endless  misery  for  a  portion  of  the 
human  family,  is  the  one  who  denies  the 
record  that  God  gave  of  his  Son — who  ma- 
keth  God  the  liar — who  shall  be  damned 
according  to  the  condemuation  of  the  text. 
— This  we  think  we  have  already  shewn. 


Instead  therefore  of  this  teat  affording 
any  proof  against  the  doctrine  of  universal 
salvation  it  is  one  which  ought  to  be  re¬ 
torted  on  the  believers  of  endlhss  cruelty ; 
and  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  determine 
the  truth  from  scripture  necessary  to  be  be¬ 
lieved  or  rejected,  in  order  to  receive  sal¬ 
vation  or  damnation,  it  may  be  summed  up 
in  these  words.  He  that  believes  in  uni¬ 
versal  salvation,  believes  the  record  God 
gave  o(  his  Son.  He  is  saved — he  is  jus¬ 
tified.  But  he  that  believes  it  not,  but  be¬ 
lieves  in  endless  misery,  makes  God  a  li¬ 
ar,  and  shall  be  damned  according  to  the 
true  scriptural  import  of  the  term  damna¬ 
tion.  A.  C. 


^l)e  isUciitfiFltcal  SHanajtne, 

UTICA,  SATURDAY,  OCT’R  3,  1829. 

Ttie  great  number  of  original  communications 
published  in  this  number  allow  us  no  room  for 
Sdiloiial  matter.  However,  the  articles  publish¬ 
ed  in  this  day’s  paper  we  presume  will  all  be  read 
with  interest  and  profit. 

T/ie  Franklin  Auocialion  of  Universahstt 
metm  Townsend  Vt.  on  the  second  Wednesday 
and  'ritui'sday'  in  September,  ult.  appointed  Br. 
Warren  Skinner,  Moderator,  and  Br.  Wm.  S. 
Balch,  Clerk.  Received  the  Universalist  Soci¬ 
eties  in  Putney,  Guilford  and  Townsend,  into 
fellowship:  gave  a  letter  of  fellowship  to  Br. 
Thomas  Jefiersoo  Sawyer,  A.  B.  Conferred 
ordination  on  Br.  1.  D.  Williamson,  of  JalTrey, 
N.  H.  adopted  a  new  Constitution,  limiting 
the  boundaries  of  the  Association  to  the  Cuiin- 
!  ties  of  Franklin  Mass.  Windham,  Vt.  and  Ches¬ 
hire  N.  H.  appointed  Br.  Wm.  S.  Balch,  stand¬ 
ing  Clerk.  The  ministering  brethren  present 
Iwere,  W.  Skinner,  Wm.  Beil,  I.  D.  William- 
json,  J.  Ward,l.  Boynton,  W.  S.  Balch,  &  T.  J. 
j  Sawyer-  Circular  from  Br.  Balch,  The  meet 
ing  »vas  a  happy  one,  and  the  cause  represented 
to  be  prosperous  in  that  region.  Adjourned  to 
meet  at  Guildhall,  Vt.  on  the  last  Wednesday 
and  following  Thursday  in  August,  1830. 

MINUTES  i£c. 

The.  Hudson  Rfver  Association  of  Universal- 
isls  met,  according  to  previous  adjournment,  at 
Saratoga  Springs  on  the  9lh  of  September  1829, 
and  after  uniting  with  Br.  George  Messinger, 
in  devout  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  proceeded 
to  organize  ttie  council.  Chose 

Br.  Doi.phus  Ski.xner,  J^loderator,  and 

Br.  Gkoroe  Mcssi.nger,  Clerk. 

Made  arrangements  lor  public  worship.  Af¬ 
ter  service  mot  in  in  council. 

Appointed  Brs.  Skinner,  Messinger,  and  A. 
Childs,  a  Committee  to  receive  requests  for  let¬ 
ters  of  fellowship  or  ordination. 

Appointed  Brs.  A.  C.  Thomas  and  Benjamin 
Whittemore,  Ministers,  and  Brs.  EleazerDows 
of  Charlton,  and  Wm.  Kelsey  of  Troy,  Lay¬ 
men,  Delegates  to  attend  the  New-Yoik  Con¬ 
vention  at  Utica  ou  the  2d  WeJucsuay  of  May 
next. 


Resolvedfthat  tbi-s  Assoeiatiun  approve  of  the 
resolution  passed  by  Uie  Central  Association  in 
June  last,  relative  to  ibe  publication  of  pamph¬ 
lets  in  a  cheap  form, intended  for  general  circu¬ 
lation. 

Adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  half 
past  8  o’clock.  Prayer  by  Br.  Skinner. 

Thursday  Morning,  met  in  council  and  open* 
ed  with  prayer  by  Br.  Guy  Brooks. 

The  Committee  on  requests  for  letters  of  fel¬ 
lowship  and  ordination,  reported  in  favour  of 
granting  a  lettar  of  fellowship  to  Br.  Guy- 
Brooks,  of  Athol..  Warren  Co.  as  a  preacher  ct 
the  Gus()el.' 

Voted  to  accept  and  approve  tlie  above  re¬ 
port,  and  grant  a  letter  accordingly. 

Appointed  Brs.  Joshua  Flagg,  B.  Whittc- 
more,  and  John  Freeman,  a  Committee  of  Dis¬ 
cipline,  for  (he  ensuing  year. 

Voted  that  Br.  D.  Skinner  prepare  the  min- 
utes  of  (his  Association  for  the  press,  write  an 
accompanying  Circular,  and  publish  the  same 
iu  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Adjourned  this  Association  to  meet  at  Hudson 
N.  Y.  on  the  2d  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in 
September,  1830. 

Order  of  Public  Worship. 

JF ednesday  »Wbmin^— Introductory  Prayer, 
Br.  D.  Skinner.  Sermon  Br.  G.  Messinger' 
Text.  Gen.  I ;  20. 

Afternoon — Prayer  Br.  Messinger,  -Sermon 
by  Br.  D.  Skinner;  Text,  Judges  ix;  14.15. 

Thursday  J\Iornins—V r^^erhy  Br.  D.  Skin¬ 
ner,  Sermon  Br.  John  Freeman;  Text,  1  Thest 
I  lii ;  10.  Pray  er  Ur.  Messinger. 
j  -'I/Irmoon— Prayer,  Br.  Messinger.  Sermon 
I  Dr.  Skinner;  Text,  Psalm  cxxxii;  13~lt^ 
j  Concluding  Prayer,  Br.  Freeman. 

j  CIRCULAR  LETTER. 

I  I'he  Hudson  River  Association  of  Universalisls  in 
I  annual  session  convened  at  Saratoga  Springs,  A‘. 

I  I.  to  the  Churches  and  Societies  in  fellowship,  and 
to  the  believers  in  God’s  impartial  and  universal  lore, 
that  are  scattered  abroad  throughout  this  land  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  sendelh  Christian  salutations 
1  love,  peace  and  good  will. 

I  Brethren  in  the  faith  of  (he  gospel  of  a  world’s 
j  salvation,  it  has  plrased  the  Fallier  of  all  mcr. 

I  cies  and  the  God  of  all  grace,  once  more  to  per- 
I  mit  ns  to  meet  in  annual  council,  to  unite  inde- 
I  liberating^  on  those  means  best  culcuiatcd  lo  pio- 
mote  the  interests  of  our  Zion,  to  secure  and 
I  perpetuate  the  privileges  we  enjoy,  and  to  unite 
j  in  the  public  c.-tercisesof  devotion,  thanksgiving 
j  and  praise.  And  it  is  with  peculiar  emotions  of 
I  joy  and  gratitude  (hat  we  can  say,  our  meeting 
h-ds  been  characterized  with  uninterrupted  Lar- 
!  rnony,  mutual  confidence  and  brotherly  love.— 

!  Otir  itelibcrations  and  proceedings  in  council 
were  perfectly  unanimous — no  corroding  jeal¬ 
ousies  or  aniinosities  were  found  to  exist,  ard 
110  root  of  bitterness  sprang  up  lo  distuib  or  mar 
the  joys  of  public  worbip.  A  numerous  snd 
respectable  auditory  assembled  and  listened  de¬ 
voutly  and  joy  fully  to  tlie  word  of  life,  while  the 
rloctrine  of  God  our  Saviour,  “dropped  like  the 
rain  and  disiillod  like  the  dew,  as  the  small  rain 
upon  the  tender  i-ei  b,  and  as  the  showers  upon 
the  mown  grass.” 

It  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  lo  our  minutes 
that  this  Association  lias  approved  and  coi, cur¬ 
ed  in  tlic  resolution  which  originated  with  the 
Central  Associaliou,  relative  to  the  publication 
I  and  general  circulation  of  small  pamphlets,  with 
j  the  design  to  inculcate  truth,  and  counteract 
the  deleterious  influence  of  tlie  numerous  Cal- 
‘  vinistic  jiroduriions  from  the  American  Tract 
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Society  and  other  similar  iastitutions,  that  orer* 
run  and  inundate  our  land,  like  the  locusts  of 
£^jpt :  Thus  making  five  Associations  in  this 
State  who  are  united  in  this  laudable  underta¬ 
king.  It  is  hoped  the  societies  and  members 
ofthis  and  other  similar  bodies  will  be  active 
and  engaged  in  acconrplishing  the  object  pro- 
•MjseJ,  and  thus  be  instrumental  of  much  good  to 
(he  cause  of  truth  and  virtue.  And  why,  bre¬ 
thren,  seeing  our  enemies  are  thus  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  endeavoring  to  trammel  the  mind  and 
Mtcr  the  understandingof  the  rising  generation 
with  the  chains  of  error,  bigotry  and  supersti¬ 
tion,  should  not  we  be  equally  or  more  zealous 
III  liboiahziug,  emancipating  and  making  free 
the  liiiman  intellect  ?  For  the  most  of  us  have 
ihit,  more  or  less,  the  thraldom  and  darkness  in 
wliich  we  now  see  so  many  groping;  have  known 
the  happiness  and  peace  of  the  liberty  where¬ 
with  Cfirist  hath  made  us  free  ;  and  have  reali- 
/.  •d  that  the  truth  alone  can  make  “free  indeed.” 
lie  active  tiien  in  this  and  every  other  means  of 
doing  good. 

Another  preacher  of  the  gospel  of  life  has 
heen  added  In  our  number,  and  a  letter  of  fel¬ 
lowship  granted  to  Br.  Giiy  Brooks,  who  has 
been  for  several  years  an  approved  laborer  a- 
tnoDg  the  Baptists,  tint  whose  mind  has  recently 
heen  enlarged  to  that  degree,  that  he  can  view 
Ood  as  the  Father  and  Friend  and  Saviour  of 
nil  men.  V\'c  trust  his  labors,  in  the  building 
up  of  our  Zion,  and  establishing  tlie  faith  which 
nc  once  sought  to  destroy,  will  be  abundantly 
Miuccssful  and  salutary  lo  tlic  part  of  .our  iMas- 
ter’s  vineyard  wliere  be  resides. 

There  is  one  particular,  to  which  we  feel  it  a 
duty  to  call  the  attentiou  of  our  brethren,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  ministers  residing  within  the  limits 
of  ttiis  Association — This  is  a  young  association, 
hut  rcceutly  organized,  and  in  a  section  of  the 
state  where  a  few  years  ago  there  were  few  or 
n  iUniversalists,  known  as  such,aiid  where  even 
iiiiw  there  are  but  few  Societies  and  ministers  of 
(lie  order,  compared  with  other  parts  of  the 
country :  Consequently  it  is  rendered  a  more 
imperious  duty  of  those  that  do  belong  to  this 
body,  to  attend  its  annual  meetings,  and  give  it 
all  the  encouragement  and  support  they  can. 
But  we  regret  to  say  that  a  majority  of  those  bre¬ 
thren  in  the  ministry  residing  within  the  territo¬ 
rial  limits  of  this  body,  and  on  whose  attendance 
at  this  session,  therefore,  the  most  reliance  had 
been  plaeed,  absented  themselves  from,  or  ne¬ 
glected  to  attend,  our  meeting.  Whether  any 
suflicient  excuse  can  be  offered  for  this  tlieir 
neglect,  we  cannot  say  :  but  we  feel  as  if  they 
needed,  and  we  hope  they  will  profit  by  this 
“rebuke for  it  is  “with  all  long  suffering  and 
doctrine,”  it  is  given.  Brethren,  be  faithful  in 
(tie  discharge  of  your  duties;  and  do  not  ^rink 
from  travelling  a  few  miles,  or  putting  your¬ 
selves  to  some  Utile  inconvenience,  for  the  sake 
of  benefitting  -and  upbuilding  that  cause  which 
you  profess  to  believe  is  the  cause  of  truth  and 
i-igliteousness,  and  dear  to  the  heart  of  every 
true  philanthropist.. 

Brethren.the  cause  of  truth  is  gaining  ground 
in  this  region — a  spirit  of  inquiry  is  abroad  in  the 
land — be  faithful  and  zealous  in  the  good  cause 
— watch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into  temp¬ 
tation.  May  union  be  your  watchword,  truth 
your  guide,  Jesut  your  example,  immortal  life 
your  hope,  and  an  unwavering  conjidence  in  the 
<dod  of  your  salvation,  bear  you  through  every 
'.abor  and  every  trial,  and  at  last  make  you  com¬ 
plete  m  heavenly  joy  with  a  ransomed  world, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

By  order,  D.  SKINNER. 


CIRCULAR  LETTER 

OF  THB  CIIE.XANGO  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Brethren  of  the  like  precious  faith  with  ns, 
wherever  scattered  abroad  througtiout  the  her¬ 
itage  of  our  God,  the  Chenango  association  of 
Universaiists  send  you  Christian  salutaiioua  of 
peace  and  good  will,  earnestly  desiring  the 
building  up  of  Zion,  the  prosperity  of  our  com¬ 
mon  cause,  and  the  general  diffusion  of  the  pure 
principles  of  our  holy  re'igion. 

The  circumstances  attending  our  meeting  and 
deliberations  in  council,  with  the  cheering  ti¬ 
dings  received  from  every  quarter,  of  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  free  inquiry  and  liberal  sentiments,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  cordiality  and  Christian  kind¬ 
ness  with  which  we  were  received  by  the  breth¬ 
ren  at  New  Berlin,  the  serious  and  general  at¬ 
tention  manifested  by  the  numerous  and  respec¬ 
table  audience  assembled  on  the  occasion,  to 
the  several  important  subjects  discussed,  were 
all  calculated  to  exhilerate  our  minds  and  to  in- 
i  spire  us  with  courage  to  persevere  in  our  benev¬ 
olent  exertions  to  promote  the  happiness  and  to 
ameliorate  the  moral  condition  of  our  fellow 
men. 

I  If  any  thing  served  to  dampen  our  joy  at  this 
happy  and  long  to  be  remembered  convocation, 
it  was  tlie  unpleasant  reflection  that  while  the 
call  for  intelligent  and  faithful  laborers,  was 
great  and  increasing,  their  numbers  were  by  far 
'oo  few  to  satisfy  this  call. 

Young  men  of  piety  talents  and  intelhgei:ce, 
whose  hearts  are  warmed  with  benevolence, 
where  are  you  ?  Have  you  looked  upon  the 
fields  already  white  for  the  harvest }  Have  you 
heard  the  cry,  “  is  there  none  to  help  us?”  Are 
you  aware  that  the  doctrines  and  religious  the¬ 
ories  of  men  can  never  satisfy  the  soul,  and  that 
thousands  arc  perishing  in  a  land  of  famine, 
while  in  our  heavenly  Father’s  house  there  is 
the  bread  of  knowledge  &  of  eternal  life,  enough 
and  to  spare?  If  so,  be  up  and  doing.  No  long¬ 
er  spend  your  strength  for  nought,  and  your  la¬ 
bor  for  that  which  profiteth  not.  Let  not  the 
love  of  wealth  or  of  popular  applause  induce  you 
to  refiain  from  pursuing  that  course  which  hon¬ 
or,  philanthropy  and  the  word  of  God  point  out 
as  the  best- 

Let  not  the  thunders  of  fanatics,  the  frowns 
of  infuriated  religionists,  nor  all  the  terrors'and 
threatenings  of  pretended  orthodoxy,  compel 
yon  to  shrink  fnim  the  performance  of  what  you 
believe  to  be  your  duty.  Look  back  to  that 
gloomy  and  eventful  period,  when  moral  dark¬ 
ness  pervaded  the  earth,and  call  to  mind  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  Paul,  a  Timothy  and  a  Titus.  What 
to  them  were  all  the  vile  epithets  which  sneering 
opposers  could  heap  upon  them  ?  Shielded  by 
the  protection  of  heaven,  conscious  of  their  own 
'  integrity,  and  armed  with  the  sword  of  divine 
truUi,  they  braved  the  storm  and  met  the  tem¬ 
pest  undaunted,  and  with  tlie  firm  persuasion 
that  their  cause,  being  the  cause  of  God,  would 
eveutually  prevail.  They  now  rest  from  their 
labors,  and  have  richly  merited  the  plaudit  of 
“well  done,  good  and  faithful  servants.”  Would 
you  receive  their  reward,  imitate  their  conduct 
aud  the  actions  of  all  who  in  every  age  have  de¬ 
voted  their  lives  and  talents  to  the  goixl  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  proved  themselves  the  benefactor’s  of 
the  human  race..  Do  this,  fearless  of  the  conse¬ 
quences.  Be  vigilant — be  faithful — and  altho’ 
an  ignorant  and  ungrateful  world  may  for  a 
while  affect  to  despise,  yet  after  ages  will  appre¬ 
ciate  your  services,  and  generations  yet  to  come 
with  gratitude  will  rise  up  and  pronounce  you 
blessed.  In  the  close  of  life  you  will  hare  the 
approbation  of  a  pood  conscience— the  best  re¬ 


ward  we  can  have  for  our  actions  here— and 
yonr  tranquility  of  mind  will  not  be  destoyed  by 
the  cheerless  and  bitter  reflection  that  your 
lives  have  been  tbown  away  and  your  strength 
wasted  for  no  valuable  purpose. 

Brethren  in  the  ministry,  young  in  years,  in 
knowi^ge  and  experience,  it  illy  becomes  me 
to  advise  those  who  are  my  superiors  in  either  re¬ 
spect.  But  every  careful  observer  of  the  signs 
of  the  times  will  be  aware  that  an  important  and 
eventful  crisis  haj  arrived.  All  are  awake.  Re¬ 
ligionists  of  every  party  are  active.  It  is  em¬ 
phatically  a  time  when  spirits  are  tried  and 
creeds  are  tested.  The  era  has  arrived  when 
I  men  begin  to  exercise  that  reason  with  which 
God  has  endowed  them  in  examining  every  sub¬ 
ject  of  a  civil  or  religions  nature  presented 
them^  for  their  reception.  The  march  of  intel¬ 
lect  is  rapid,  and  tlie  mind  will  yet  be  free.  Art¬ 
ful  and  ambitious  teachers  are  aware  of  it. 
Hence  great  exertions  are  made  to  keep  it  in 
bondage,  and  to  perpetuate  those  institutions 
which  are  opposed  to  the  best  interests  and  hap¬ 
piness  of  mankind  Seeing  these  things  are  so. 

It  is  important  that  we  shoold  be  on  our  geard, 
and  ever  ready  to  oppose  with  all  the  energy  ot 
our  souls  every  encroachment  upon  our  civil 
rights  and  religious  previk>ges,  so  dearly  bought 
by  the  toil,  the  blood  and  the  treasures  of  our  fa¬ 
thers.  Let  us  ever  act  in  unison  w  ith  tke  dic¬ 
tates  of  our  own  ccnscieoces  and  all  will  yet  be 
well. 

Since  knowledge  is  generally  increasing,  let 
us  be  careful  that  our  hearers  do  not  get  before 
us,  or  rather  that  we  keep  before  them,  Other¬ 
wise  we  sliould  not  be  able  to  bring  out  treas¬ 
ures  new  and  old,  and  our  labors  would  bs  use¬ 
less. 

The  prospect  before  us  ii  cheering.  Our 
good  and  glorious  cause— the  cause  of  God — of 
truth  and  humanity — has  prospered  in  this  re¬ 
gion  of  country  beyond  our  most  ardent  antici¬ 
pations,  considering  the  violent  opposition  and 
the  many  obstacles  it  has  had  to  encounter. 

In  the  beginning  it  was  a  small  and  tender 
plant  trod  upon  by  (he  unpilying  foot  of  every 
spoiler.  But  it  was  a  plant  of  our  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther’s  own  planting.  And  under  bis  fostering 
arm  it  has  grown  and  flourished — yielding  life 
and  fragrance  to  cheer  and  console  the  minds  of 
thousands. 

”  Long  in  its  shade  shall  children’s  children  come, 
And  welcome  earth’s  poor  wanderers  to  a  home^ 
Long  shall  it  live,  and  every  blast  defy, 

Till  lime’s  last  whirlwind  sweep  the  vsulted  sky.” 

To  conclude,  Brethren,  one  and  all.  We  have 
every  reason  to  continue  ou  our  way  rejoicing. 
If  God  be  for  us,  who  cao  succeed  against  us^f 
In  review  of  tbs  past,  we  can  say,  “  hitherto  the 
Ijord  hath  helped  us.  He  hath  done  great  things 
for  us  whereof  we  ought  to  be  glad.” 

The  gospel  in  which  we  believe  breathes  forth 
a  pore  religioo,  founded  on  meekness,  kindness, 
charity  and  brotherly  love.  Therefore,  ever 
strive  to  live  agreeably  to  the  ennobling  princi¬ 
ples  of  that  doctrine  you  profess.  Then  as 
Christians  you  will  study  to  adorn  yonr  profession 
by  a  well  ordered  life  and  holy  conversation. 

Finally,  brethren,  farewell*  “  Be  of  one. 
mind ;  be  of  good  comfort ;  live  in  peace ;  and 
the  God  of  love  and  peace  shall  be  with  you.” 

Per  order,.  N.  DOOLITTLE. 

DEDICATION  AT  SULLIVAN. 

The  New  Univsnalist  Meeting-House  in  Sullivan. 
Madiion  Co.,  vriUbe  dediested  to  the  worship  of  GiHl:. 
on  Thttrsdav  the  IStb  inst .  Services  to  commence 
at  11  o’clock  A.  M.  Semon  by  the  Editor  of  this 
■  paper.  Ministering  brethren  and  others  genendly, 

'  are  respectfalty  invited  to  attend. 
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_ |^oetr8« _ 

IS  THERE  A  GOD? 

•.inmtftd  hy  *n  appeal  to  morning,  nom  and  night. 
Now  breathes  the  ruddy  moro  around 
Hii  healtb-restoriug;  EulOi 
And  from  the  chambers  of  the  east 
A  flood  of  light  prerails. 

Is  there  a  God  i  Yon  rising  sun 
An  answer  meet  supplies : 

Writes  it  in  flame  upon  the  earth, 

Proclaims  it  round  the  skies. 

The  pendant  clouds  that  curtain  round 
This  subluoary  ball, 

And  firmament  on  high  reveal 
A  God  that  governs  all. 

The  warbling  lark,  in  realms  of  air. 

Has  trillM  her  matin  lay ; 

The  halmy  breeze  of  morn  is  fled, 
ft  is  the  Noon  of  day. 

Is  there  a  God  ?  Hark !  from  on  high 
His  thunder  shakes  the  poles : 

1  hear  bis  voice  in  every  wind, 

In  every  wave  that  rolls. 

I  read  a  record  of  bis  love. 

His  wisdom  and  his  power, 

Inscribed  on  all  created  things, 

Man,  beast,  and  herb,  and  flower. 

The  sultry  sun  has  left  the  skies. 

And  day’s  delights  are  flown ; 

The  owlet  screams  amid  the  shade, 

And  Night  resumes  the  throne. 

Is  there  a  God  ?  With  sacred  fear 
I  upward  turn  mine  eyes; 

There  is!  each  glittering  lamp  of  light — 
There  is!  my  soul — replies. 

If  such  convictions  to  my  mind 
His  works  around  impart; 

O  let  the  wisdom  of  bis  word 
Inscribe  them  on  my  heart : 

That  while  I  ponder  on  bu  deeds, 

And  read  bis  truth  divine. 

Nature  may  point  me  to  a  God, 

And  grace  may  make  him  mine ! 

IMMORTALITY. 

Why  do  we  gnize  upon  the  lonely  beach 
And  broken  cliff  we  never  saw  before. 

And  feel  beyond  the  power  of  speech 

In  the  wild  sands  and  on  the  suiainit  boarl 
Why  does  the  vast,  th’  eternal  ocean,  teach 
Deep  lessons,  which  with  Heaven  unite  us 
more 

Than  all  the  world’s  temptation  and  its  power 
Can  work  upon  us  in  their  happiest  hourt 

Nor  let  external  natnre  bonnd  thy  range : 

Look  how  the  s<ml  of  man  hath  been  endued; 
The  sympathy  which  binds  in  anion  strange 
Congenial  souls,  the  IhAs  of  gratitude. 

Of  mutual  minds  the  blissftil  interchange. 

The  power  of  saving,  joy  «>f  doing  good, 

The  solemn  farewell,  the  sweet  tecognhioD, 

And  all  the  nobler  t}'pes  of  man’s  condition. 


oh!  beyond  all  these,  if  thou  hut  known 
hat  ’tis  to  have  thy  heart’s  affections  placed 
On  some  fond  being,  whom  tbou  lov’st  alone 
With  tender  ardor^  passionate  yet  chaste. 
Whose  love  to  thee  is  dearer  than  a  throne; 

If  e’er  the  look  of  rapture  thou  hast  trac^ 

In  th’  all*confidiim,  happy,  conteioua  eye — 
Think,  think  oMhese,  and /ee/ thou  canst  not 
die! 


A  Diligent  Paeacher. 

“Now  1  ask  gays  Bishop  Lati¬ 

mer,  strange  question.  Who  is  the 
most  diligent  bishop  or  prelate  in  all  Eng¬ 
land  that  passeth  all  the  rest  in  doing  of¬ 
fice  ?  1  can  tell  you,  for  1  know  who  it 
is:  1  know  him  very  well.  But  now  1 
think  I  see  you  listening  and  hearkening 
that  i  should  name  him.  Then  it  is  one 
that  passeth  all  the  others,  and  is  the 
most  diligent  prelate  and  preacher  in  all 
England:  and  will  you  know  what  it  is? 

I  will  tell  you,— it  is  the  Devil — He  is 
the  most  diligent  preacher  of  all  others  ; 
he  is  never  out  of  his  diocese ;  he  is  nev¬ 
er  from  his  cure,  he  is  ever  in  his  parish; 
there  was  never  such  a  preacher  in  Eng¬ 
land  as  he.  In  the  mean  time  the  prel¬ 
ates  take  their  pleasure;  they  are  Lords ' 
and  DO  laborers;  therefore,  ye  preaching 
prelates,  learn  of  the  Devil  to  be  diligent 
in  doing  your  office.  Learn  of  the  Dev¬ 
il,  if  you  learn  not  of  God,  and  good  men; 
learn  of  the  Devil,  I  say.” 

t  Wuitefield’s  Eloquence. 

Reading  the  account  given  by  Dr. 
Franklin,  of  the  extraordinary  effect 
which  Whitefield’s  eloquence  produced 
on  him,  in  drawing  from  his  pocket,  first 
his  coppers,  then  his  silver,  and  last,  his 
gold,  we  were  reminded  of  a  similar  anec¬ 
dote  told  us  recently  concerning  “old  fa 
ther  Flynt,”  formerly  a  tutor  in  Harvard 
College.  This  gentleman  was  noted  fur 
his  parsimony,  and  had,  several  times, 

I  reproved  the  students  for  attending 
{ VVhitefield’s  preaching.  One  day  he 
j  yielded  to  a  request  of  another  officer  of 
j  the  collet,  and  went  with  him  to  hear 
I  Whitefield.  There  was  a  collection  made 
'  for  some  asylum  at  the  south,  and  Flynt, 

:  being  transported  by  his  eloquence,  un- 
:  consciously  drew  from  his  pocket  a  bill, 

;  aud  dropped  it  in  the  box.  He  invited 
i  his  friend  back  to  take  tea  with  him,  and, 
on  the  way,  scarcely  opened  his  mouth. 
As  soon  as  Flynt  opened  the  room,  one 
of  the  students,  who  boarded  with  him, 
asked  how  he  liked  Mr.  Whitefield. — 
*‘Like  him!”  replied  Flynt,  “why  the 
dog  has  robbed  me  of  a  five  pound  note!” 
— Salem  Observer. 

A  Long  Sermon. 

It  is  mentioned,  in  AVinthrop’s  Jour¬ 
nal,  that  the  Governor,  (contrary  to  his 


usual  custom)  left  town  on  Sunday  to  heat 
Parson  Hooeer  preach  at  Cambridge ; 
that  Mr.  Hooker,  after  preaching  some 
time,  was  taken  unwell;  but  after  resting 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  resumed,  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  Sermon  two  hours  longer ^  vci  v 
comfortably. — Palladium. 


Quaker  Meeting. 

A  young  girl  from  the  country,  lately 
on  a  visit  to  Mr.  H.  a  Quaker,  was  pre- 
vailed  on  to  accompany  him  to  a  meet 
ing.  It  happened  to  be  a  silent  one  ; 
none  of  the  brethren  being  moved  by  the 
spirit  to  utter  a  syllable.  When  Mr.  II. 
left  the  meeting  house  with  his  young 
friend,  he  asked  her — ^“How  does  thee 
like  the  meeting?”  to  which  she  {lettisli- 
l«  replied,  “Like  it!  why  I  can  see  no 
sense  in  it,  to  go  and  sit  for  whole  hours 
together  without  speaking  a  word  ;  it  is 
enough  to  kill  the  devil!”  “Yea,  my 
dear,”  rejoined  the  Quaker,  “that  isjust 
what  we  want.”— Penn.  Argus. 


Irish  Hydrophobia. 

“What  did  you  kill  that  dog  for?*' 
‘Bekase  he’d  the  hydrophobia.^  “How 
do  you  know  that  ?”  ‘Dld’nt  you  sec 
him  standing  up  yonder  gateway  out  of 
the  rain?  If  he  had’nt  hated  water,  he’d 
never  done  that;  so  I  thought  1  had  bet¬ 
ter  Just  knock  his  brains  out.’ 


rRINTLNG  ESTABLISHMENT 

FOR  SALE. 

A.  B.  &  R.  K.  Grosb  of  Marietta,  Laocas- 
ter  County,  Ra.  being  about  to  settle  up  tlicir 
concerns  and  remove  to  a  different  part  oftlie 
country,  offer  for'  sale  on  very  low  and  reasona¬ 
ble  terms,  an  excellent  printing  estahlUhmcnU 
with  good  type  of  all  kinds  more  than  sufficient 
to  print  a  super-royal  sheet,  a  superior,  super- 
royal  Ramage  press,  a  good  share  of  advertising 
anid  job  work,  tlie  proprietorship  of  a  weekly 
paper  called  "The  Pioneer,”  devoted  to  liter¬ 
ature,  politics,  news,  and  county  affairs,  with  a 
list  of  between  400  aud  500  good  subscribers 
and  which  can  be  easily  increased  to  double 
the  number.  Possession  can  be  given  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  the  whole  establishment  may  be  bad 
on  very  reasonable  terms  by  any  person  making 
application,  aud  properly  qualified  to  fill  the  sta¬ 
tion. 

Decreet  of  God. — David  declares  the  decree 
— "Ask  of  me.  and  I  will  give  thee  the  heaffien 
tliine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth  tliy  poasession"”  Does  this  look  like  repro¬ 
bation  ? 


{^J-Thc  Evangelical  Magazine  is  published  everr 
other  Saturday,  at  ;^1,50  per  annum,  or 
paid  in  advance  or  within  three  naonths  from  the 

time  of  subscribing.  Village  subscribers,  papers  per 

Carrier,  26  cents  more  than  the  above  price. 
panics  or  Agents  paying  for  eight  copies,  entiUen 
to  the  ninth  gratis.  All  letters  &c.  to  the  Editor  most 
be  post  paid. 

N,  B. — The  remaining  Nos.  of  this  Volume  will  be 
published  weekly. 

DOLPHUS  SKINNER, 

EVITORAND  rROPJUETOa. 


